Transcript: Erick Vickers, American Muslim Council- Keynote Address to CAIR-AZ Fundraiser 11-23-07 Mesa, AZ
It is a real pleasure to be back. It is turning fall in St. Louis. So the temperatures there are in the  40’s and in the night in the 30’s. So it’s kind of cold. And coming here to this nice balmy 90 degrees is a pleasure. Thanks so much for this invite.
I want to really [cut] CAIR has been on the frontline for well over a decade now and it has done so under  a  great deal of criticism. It has done so with many enemies out there trying to undermine it.  It is like the southern Christian Leadership Conference that Martin Luther King headed up and we talked about.
[deleted some]
Existed since 9-11- this nightmare that we as Muslim Americans have had to deal with. This nightmare of us having to be rounded up by the FBI and the Justice Department. To be questioned with questions and bring fear into us and our families. We have had to face having to [cut out]….about terrorism and Islamophobia all these negative things we have had to endure, but things are beginning to turn.
2 weeks ago in Dallas something very historic event happened.  The United States government, the Justice Department, Our Justice Department, Our FBI targeted…[cut out… then loud applause and chanting of takbir (Allahu Akbar—God is great by the audience present].
A couple years before that in Florida, in another case that the Justice Department and Glace. A case that chose Sami Alarian- in Florida. A case that chose him and three others in Florida…[cut out]. Not a single conviction.  Not a single conviction. In all these cases , there [cut out]
Nothing more fundamental to our democratic system than a jury of 12 men and women. These are ordinary folk who live ordinary lives.  They don’t have any particular expertise. They are just citizens. [cut out]  It’s Constitution that is overriding it.. That constitution speaks to what that we as a nation are all about. And that you as jurors and you 12 as jurors are what carries this nation.  Each trial adds up. Each trial is a little bit of the fabric of America. [cut out] not guilty and that You have to do it beyond a reasonable doubt.
What jurors are told is that the government is going to come in with all kind of evidence with all kind of witnesses, but you have to use your common sense. You have to look throught the evidence that is presented not be biased.  You are expected to do so  of any people in this country. [applause]
In a twinkle of an eye. Less than 50 years- this nation will be a nation where…[cut out]

Assalamu allaikum
Imam Ahmed Shqeirat- takes stage. CAIR deserves support because of justice. Because of civil rights and As our dear brother Erick said. CAir is writing history for  you and for America—[cut out]

